
                 
Creative Commons Licenses 

 
Creative Commons (CC) licenses make it easy for creators to choose “some rights reserved” instead of the 
traditional “all rights reserved.” These licenses complement, rather than replace, copyright law. By offering six 
different licensing options, Creative Commons provides a simple and standardized way for individuals to 
manage and communicate how others may use their creative work. Each license allows others to copy and 
share the work, as long as proper credit is given to the original creator. 
 
Learn more about the different Creative Commons licenses on their website: 
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/cclicenses/.  
 
 
 
Why use Creative Commons licenses? 
 

 The recognizable CC logos make it clear what is permitted. 
 They increase citation and reuse of research. 
 They support Open Science practices. 
 They foster creativity and interdisciplinary collaboration. 
 Some funding agencies require them for grant eligibility. 
 Sharing research through CC licenses boosts visibility and 

impact. 
 
What should you consider? 
 

 Once a CC license is applied, it cannot be revoked or 
changed to a more restrictive one. 

 If you plan to publish your thesis or parts of it, make sure 
to check the publisher’s copyright policies in advance. 

 
 

 
Figure 1: Overview of the different CC licenses1 

 
It is essential that you hold the rights to your work. If you have co-authors, make sure everyone agrees to the 
use of a Creative Commons license. As the author, you are responsible for securing permission to reuse any 
third-party content, such as photographs, illustrations, graphs, or data. Also, check whether you have already 
transferred some rights to a publisher or another party. Once a CC license has been applied, you can no longer 
grant any publisher exclusive rights to the licensed material—especially the exact text—although the 
underlying ideas can still be used in new publications. 
 
ISTA has an Open Access policy and recommends to use the CC BY license wherever possible 
(https://ista.ac.at/en/research/library/publish-communicate/oa/oapolicy/). Please consider funder 
requirements on Open Access as well! 
Creative Commons licenses were developed by Creative Commons, a nonprofit organization that helps people 
share their knowledge and creative work legally within the framework of copyright law. If you are unsure 
which license best fits your needs, you can use the License Chooser tool available at 
https://creativecommons.org/chooser/.  

 
1 Graphics by Shaddim; original CC license symbols by Creative Commons, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Creative_commons_license_spectrum.svg 


